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Bringing you closer to the lives you help change

A Continuum of Care, Powered by Your Support
“Creativity takes courage.” Henri Matisse

I

t is a bright winter afternoon. Sunlight pours through
the windows in artist Kari Wagner’s Golden Valley,
MN, studio. The walls are dotted with ribbons and
awards, evidence of the skill, dedication and creativity
she brings to her work.
On the other side of the room, on a paint-spattered
table, lie the tools Wagner uses to create the paintings
that have garnered her so much acclaim: brushes
of every size and shape, palettes, a rainbow of paint
tubes, and a special adaptive headpiece that holds the
paintbrush for her.
Wagner, a Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare
patient for over four decades, was born with cerebral
palsy, a disorder that affects a person’s ability to move
and maintain balance and posture. Although she is
not able hold a brush in her hands and uses a tablet to
communicate, she is able to harness the power of art as
an outlet for her imagination and emotional expression.
“Although my disability prevents me from using
conventional ways to express myself, it has provided
me with the courage to explore new areas of creativity
I never even imagined,” Wagner notes.
The care she’s received at Gillette throughout her life
has helped Wagner live independently and pursue
her artistic goals. Her father, Gary Wagner, expresses
gratitude for the ongoing connection the family has
maintained with Gillette: “Kari, as well as her mother,

Nancy, and I, have always considered Gillette a very safe
place away from it all where members of the medical
team are family to us. They know Kari and how to best
meet her needs. We feel so blessed to have such a oneof-a-kind medical partner in the community.”
Kari Wagner’s work has been shown in local galleries
and displayed in venues across the Twin Cities. Although
she receives regular inquiries about selling her original
pieces, she does not profit from her art. Instead, she has
chosen to use the proceeds from the sale of a selection
of curated prints on her website, kariwagner-artwork.
com, to fund arts and cultural programs for individuals
who have disabilities.
Kari Wagner is making a difference in her community,
not only through her philanthropy, but also by serving
as an inspiration to children who have disabilities. Her
achievements underscore the possibilities that are
unlocked when an individual’s dedication and passion
are matched with support and expert care.
Continued

Kari Wagner, continued

Recently, Gillette embarked upon a $4 million
fundraising effort to renovate the adult inpatient unit,
which provides care to adult patients who might
require procedures for complex medical issues. Thanks
to the generous support of donors, this project has
already received over $1 million in commitments and
contributions.
For the families served at Gillette, this investment
in adult services demonstrates they are not alone in
planning for their child’s future. They are not alone
in recognizing the many possibilities, challenges

and achievements that lie ahead in their child’s life.
Whether their child hopes to be an artist like Kari
Wagner, a musician, a poet or an athlete, parents can
feel confident
that Gillette is
We feel so blessed
committed to
to have such a one-ofproviding the
a-kind medical partner
continuum of care
in the community.”
their child needs
-Kari’s father,
to pursue their
Gary Wagner
dreams.

“

Support from donors like you make Gillette’s unique continuum of care possible and helps patients
achieve their goals through all stages of life. To learn how you can support Gillette’s Adult Services or the inpatient
renovation project, please contact Kate Abbott at KateDAbbott@gillettechildrens.com or 651-310-1869.
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Featuring
Natalie Kinsky,
Child Life
Supervisor

Gillette cares deeply for the patients and families who
walk through our doors. Also, Gillette is unique in that
we serve patients for life, and we have a specific clinic
just for our adult population.

In our Three Questions series, we ask a Gillette staff
member a series of questions that give you an inside
perspective on our mission and work.
1. What is your role at Gillette, and how does your work
make a difference in the lives of patients and families?
I am the supervisor of Child Life Services at Gillette.
Child Life specialists serve a unique role in the care
of patients and families at Gillette. Certified child
life specialists are experts in child development who
promote effective coping through play, preparation,
education and self-expression activities.
2. What do you find most exciting about working here?
Given the specialty healthcare that we provide at
Gillette, I love learning about the innovative medical
procedures and the way in which interdisciplinary
teams work together to best meet the needs of our
patients and families! As a child life specialist, when
working with patients, I love seeing a child work
through their worries or fears about a procedure to
confidently cope with that procedure.
3. Share one thing you wish everyone knew about
Gillette.
We may be small, but the innovative work we do here is
HUGE! Each and every person who chooses to work at

A child life specialist with Gillette patient, Hope.

Many of the services that accompany
Gillette’s comprehensive model for care are
not covered by insurance. Services like those
provided by child life specialists are made
possible through your support.
With your help, child life specialists like
Natalie are able to provide information,
comfort and support to patients and families
during treatment.
Please give generously and
continue this vital work.

Honor or remember a loved one.

This gift is:

q In memory of __________________________________________________________________________

Learn more about the new Friends of Gillette
Society or become a member at gillettechildrens.
org/FOG

q In honor of ____________________________________________________________________________

Every contribution to Gillette is important, no matter
the amount. Each gift goes directly to supporting the
research, treatments and therapies that help patients
thrive. This new society helps recognize individuals
who, like the original Friends of Gillette, go above
and beyond in their support of Gillette’s unique
mission.

A selection of Kari Wagner’s artwork hangs on the
wall of her Golden Valley, MN, studio.

As she thanked the steadfast core members who
dedicated countless hours to volunteering, planning
and holding the event, listeners could begin to
understand what made this group so remarkable. They
were united in their desire to make a difference in
their community. They sought out an opportunity to
make the path toward hope and healing easier for the

Recently, the Gillette Children’s Foundation has
renamed their leadership giving society in honor of
the group to celebrate their tireless work on behalf
of children and families. The society, which includes
donors contributing $1,000 or more annually, now
bears the Friends of Gillette name. Members receive
special recognition, exclusive invitations and updates
from Gillette’s leadership throughout the year.

Please send a letter informing the honoree of my gift:

On December 15, 2019, this 35-year tradition came to a
heartwarming end during their final benefit. The event
included a moving speech from Friends of Gillette
founder Barbara Nicholson, who has championed the
group since its inception.

families served at Gillette. They made a decision to use
their time and talents to support a cause they believed
in—and that decision has created a lasting legacy.

Name___________________________________________________________________________________

The Friends of Gillette began in the early 1980s as
an auxiliary volunteer group, with the purpose of
raising funds and awareness for
Gillette’s programs and bringing
joy to the children receiving
inpatient care. In addition to
regular volunteer work, the
Friends of Gillette began holding
annual fundraisers, which have
raised a total of over $6 million
since their first event in 1985.

The 2019 Friends of Gillette Annual Benefit committee
organized the group’s final event.

View a list of all honor and tribute gifts at gillettechildrens.org/tribute

When you pore over the event programs from all 35
years of the Friends of Gillette Annual Benefit, a few
things become clear: the Friends of Gillette have
an extraordinary commitment to Gillette’s mission,
they’ve made an indelible impact on the lives of
children and families, and they really know how to
throw a good party.

Address_________________________________________________________________________________

An inspiring final event and an exciting new chapter
for Gillette’s longstanding volunteer group.

City__________________________________________ State___________________ Zip________________

✂

Be a Part of the Legacy

Noteworthy Gillette news and events

Gillette Kids Enjoy Winter Wonderland
Gillette Kids had a blast during the Minnesota Twins
and Target Winter Wonderland party on Tuesday,
Dec. 10. The celebration included games, arts and
crafts, a bookstore, gingerbread house making,
mascots, music, gifts, giveaways and more! Twins
players Joe Mauer, Justin Morneau, Taylor Rogers
and Devin Smeltzer dropped by to join the fun.

Give online at gillettechildrens.org/winterconnections

Extra Life Participants Game for Good
The Extra Life movement took over the nation
for Extra Life Game Day on Saturday, Nov. 2. In
Minnesota and Western Wisconsin, hundreds of
Extra Life participants took part in 24 hours of
gaming to raise money for Gillette through
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals.

Bentley in the Spotlight
Eight-year-old Bentley Erikson was born with a birth
defect called microtia, which prohibits the ear from
fully forming. After struggling to wear his glasses,
the providers at Gillette found a solution – a
custom strap that helped Bentley finally get a perfect
fit. Bentley’s story was picked up by local media
outlets, and then reached a national audience on
Good Morning America!

2020 Run, Walk & Roll Announced

✂

Signature _____________________________________________________
Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Exp. Date ________ / ________ Card Security Code (CSC) ____________
Phone_______________________Email_________________________________

(as it appears on card)

Name ________________________________________________________

Card # _______________________________________________________

City________________________________ State__________ Zip____________

q
   q
q
q

Address__________________________________________________________

q Please charge my gift to:
Name____________________________________________________________

q My employer matches charitable gifts. Employer Name: ______________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Gillette Children’s Foundation.

q I’d like to sign up for monthly giving. Please bill my/our credit card monthly in the amount of $ ___________ .

20WCO
q Enclosed is my gift of: q $25 q $50 q $75 q $100 q $250 Other _______________

Yes, I want to help Gillette change lives!

Community Connections

Save the date for the fifth annual Run, Walk & Roll!
Join Gillette on Saturday, Aug. 29 at Como Park in
Saint Paul for family activities and a beautiful run, roll
or stroll around the lake! Adapted bikes and trikes
are welcome on the paved route. Learn more at
gillettechildrens.org/walkroll.
Connections is a publication of Gillette Children’s Foundation. Contact us with comments or
questions at 651-229-1726 or foundation@gillettechildrens.com.

Connect With Us!

